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In closing this week the tables of fire premiums and 
losses by States, we print an important recapitulation, show- 
ing, in a comprehensive and concise manner, the premium 
receipts and loss experience of the insurance companies 
in all parts of the country during the years 1882 and 1883. 
The tables that we have been printing from week to week, 
compiled from data furnished to us by the insurance com- 
missioners or by the companies directly, are of great value 
to insurance men, showing the proportion of losses to re- 
ceipts of the different companies in the several localities 
named, and the sources whence the most revenue is de- 
rived. The comparative recapitulation brings these ex- 
haustive tabulations to a focus in presenting in succinct 
form the total operations of the companies throughout the 
country in the past two years. 





IN our issue of last week our regular Philadelphia corre- 
spondent commented on the condition of the business of 
fire underwriting in that city, conveying the impression 
that the brokers exercised altogether too much influence 
over the company managers, to the prejudice of the com- 
pany stockholders. In other words, that the brokers were 
opposed to increasing rates sufficiently to make the busi- 
ness fairly profitable, and that some of the managers were 
weak enough to yield to their demands and use their in- 
fluence to defeat the work of the Tariff Association. 
Commenting upon this view of the situation in Philadel- 
phia, we made some general remarks upon the undue 
prominence given to brokers in all large cities, and regret- 
ting that managers of companies had not sufficient back- 
bone to withstand their encroachments upon the legiti- 
mate functions of company officers. This week we make 
room for a broker’s reply to our correspondent which puts 
another version upon the position taken by brokers in the 
Quaker City. These two letters indicate how easily widely 
different impressions of the same circumstances may be ob- 
tained by viewing them from different standpoints. Bro- 
kers and company managers occupy towards one another 
the positions of buyers and sellers of acommodity known 
as insurance; very naturally the buyer is anxious to get 
that commodity at the lowest possible price, while the 
Manager desires to reap a profit from its sale. Each is 





bound to exert all his ingenuity to secure the end he has 
in view, and it is not at all surprising that they should 
see the transaction in different lights, or that they should 
misapprehend each other toa certain extent. Each has 
his rights, and when differences arise between them they 
should be compromised in an amicable manner; any at- 
tempt on the part of either to “ bulldoze” the other is 
sure to result disastrously inthe end. But those who have 
insurance for sale can no more afford to sell it for less than 
its actual worth than a manufacturer of boots and shoes 
can afford to sell his products for less then they cost him, 
and when they weakly yield to the demands of the buyer, 
and sell insurance for a less rate than will compensate for 
the risk assumed, they not only invite disaster to visit 
their own heads, but to fall also upon all others having in- 
surance for sale. As we said before, managers of com- 
panies ought to possess sufficient backbone to be able to 
resist any pressure that demands rates that are inadequate, 
and if the brokers persistently do this, combining and or- 
ganizing for that purpose, then they should be met with 
combined opposition. That brokers have been accorded 
an undue prominence in the business of fire underwriting 
is conceded, but we do not believe the time has yet ar- 
rived when managers of companies are going to abdicate in 
their favor, or when insurance stockholders will consent 
that they shall assume entire control of the business. 
While brokers are recognized as essential to the successful 
handling of the immense volume of insurance written, it is 
felt that there are too many among them who lack respon- 
sibility, who have no further interest in the business than 
to secure present commissions, and, to gain these, are 
ready at any time to sacrifice the companies. There 
should be some means devised for weeding out this irre- 
sponsible element in the brokerage system, and confining 
the brokerage business to men of character and standing, 
who have taken it up as a legitimate, permanent occupa- 
tion, and whose interest it consequently is to aid the com- 
panies in securing adequate compensation for the capital 
they have invested and the risks they assume. 





It has been found by actual test that wooden doors 
carefully encased with tin, resist fire far more effectually 
than iron doors. The latter warp under intense heat, and 
in so doing make openings through which fire passes. 
Partition doors so covered with tin are especially recom- 
mended by the mill mutual insurance companies. This 
leads The Scientific American to suggest that elevator 
shafts, and the doors opening into them, might be encased 
with tin to good advantage. This would not, of course, 
make these openings proof against the action of a fire 
which had been some time in progress, where the accumu- 
lated heat would be like that of a furnace, but it would 
interpose a measure of protection which would effectually 
check a fire in its initial stages, and prevent the sudden 
flashing into a blaze, through this channel, of all the 
floors at a time of a great store or warehouse, This is a 
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precaution which may be taken with so little trouble and 
expense that it is worth the consideration of every owner 
or occupant of a building where the elevator shaft is of the 
old style of combustible construction. This would do 
very well as, possibly, the best protection that can be pro- 
vided for buildings already completed, but the proper 
safeguard to provide is to so amend the building laws that 
all elevator shafts shall be built of brick, and shall extend 
at least four feet above the roof, to be surmounted by a 
skylight. When a fire occurred in such a building, the 
flames would be drawn at once to the elevator shaft, the 
heat would speedily shatter the skylight, and a flue thus 
be provided for the escape of smoke and flame. The 
doors opening into the shaft might be covered with tin, 
and some advantage gained thereby. But as elevators are 
at present constructed, the doors at each floor are but a 
small part of the openings into theshaft. The building 
laws are responsible for existing defects of construction, 
and they cannot be amended too soon. 





THE automatic sprinkler is now in order, so far as the 
action of the underwriters in perfecting the standard is 
concerned. The proposal to allow ten per cent reduction 
in rates on stocks protected by the sprinkler, with the pro- 
viso that the coinsurance clause must be added, has not 
yet been acted upon. There is considerable opposition to 
considering the subject in conjunction with coinsurance, 
and, in fact, to any allowance for the device whatever. 
While many underwriters regard these improvements as 
beneficial to the risks, they hold it to be the duty of the 
insured to make them regardless of the insurance question. 
Theoretically this is true,and yet no considerable improve- 
ments have ever been made without some encouragement 
from the underwriters in the form of deductions from the 
rates. Probably none ever will be introduced without 
such deductions as may seem fair. 





THERE are four plans for supplying New York with ad- 
ditional water now before the public for consideration. 
The first is the one put forward by city officials, in the in- 
terests of politicians and contractors, that proposes to en- 
large the Croton system at a cost of from thirty to fifty 
millions of dollars. To carry out this plan will take about 
ten or fifteen years, and require some magnificent engi- 
neering work ; indeed, several engineers have pronounced 
part of the work proposed to be wholly impracticable. The 
second plan is what is known as the Ramapo scheme, 
whereby a company of private individuals offers to supply 
the city with 50,000,000 gallons of water daily for a speci- 
fied sum, not exceeding what the Croton has cost in years 
‘past. Then there is the scheme for supplying salt water 
from the rivers by means of a tower and gravity pressure, 
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a private corporation offering to put in the work if the g 

will pay a certain price for the use of a specified number 
of hydrants. By the fourth plan it is proposed to obtain 
water by means of driven wells, to be put down in those 
localities where the perils of fire are greatest. The firg 
two propositions have received legislative sanction, and it 
is believed that the otherswill. Apparently the legislature 
is ready to approve of any plan that promises to give 
New York additional water. But it is useless to secure 
legislative approval if the act also makes it necessary for the 
projectors of these plans to secure the approval of the city 
officials. It may as well be understood that these officials 
are pledged to the plan that will necessitate the greatest 
expenditure of money, that will take the longest time to 
complete, and that promises the greatest opportunities 
for money-making to their favored contractors and political 
henchmen. They are, consequently, bound to the Croton 
extension scheme, and willdo their utmost to defeat any 
other and simpler plan, especially if proposed to be carried 
into effect by a private corporation. The advocates of the 
Ramapo plan have received no encouragement from the 
officials whose sanction is necessary before they can com. 
mence work; the salt water plan has met nothing but dis 
couragement from them, and we know they have opposed 
the driven well scheme because, as they have said, it would 
interfere with their plans for extending the Croton system, 
In most localities in New York it is entirely feasible to 
obtain an abundant supply of good fresh water by means 
of driven wells. Millions of gallons could be pumped from 
the earth daily and added to the Croton supply at small 
cost, precisely as Brooklyn is now adding to her supply. 
Propertyowners understand the fact that the earth isa 
natural reservoir that will yield water abundantly, under 
proper conditions, and they have put down large numbers of 
driven wells, at their own expense, in order to escape the 
Croton tax. It is but a few years comparatively since all 
the fresh water used on the island was obtained from wells; 
the supply is.still there and practically inexhaustible. No 
better protection for the dry-goods district could be pro 
vided than a number of driven wells in the vicinity of 
Canal street, where water can be obtained a few feet below 
the surface. Almost anywhere near the river fronts good 
fresh water can be obtained by driving tubes into the 
ground a few feet and attaching pumps to them. We 
know that offers have been made to put down a number 
of these wells experimentally, but the authorities would not 
consent; they are also opposed to the introduction of salt 
water; in fact, they are opposed to anything that promi 
ses to interfere with their long-projected scheme of extent: 
ing the Croton system and expending unlimited sums of 
money in doing it. It is scarcely worth while, therefore, 
for the legislature to authorize any company to furnish ad- 
ditional water if its practical working is made contingent 
upon the approval of the heads of any of the departments 
of the city government. More water for fire protection 
and for sanitary purposes is an urgent need, but the present 
generation is not likely to enjoy it if it depends upon the 
completion of the proposed extension of the Croton system 
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E have received from Colonel Moore, Superintend- | statutes, the Superintendent was enabled to keep them 
ent of Insurance for Ohio, a chart showing the | out—only Ohio co-operatives can swindle residents of Ohio 
fnancial condition and transactions for 1883 of all the as- | under the protection of the law. The record of these com- 
sessment companies authorized to do business in that State. | panies is substantially identical with the record made by 
Pennsylvania and Ohio have been fruitful fields for the | similar organizations in other States; while they make 
speculative co-operative companies, and but for the deter- | large promises, they fail utterly in their fulfillment. We 
mined stand taken by Colonel Moore, the disaster wrought | have made a summary of the Ohio chart, which we present 
by them would have been as great in Ohio as in Pennsyl- | herewith; not a figure has been altered from the official 
vania. Companies organized in other States are not per- | chart, but we omit some columns for lack of space to in- 
mitted to enter Ohio, and although some of the worst and | clude them. We print the table herewith: 


ASSESSMENT LIFE INSURANCE IN OHIO. most persistent of the speculative concerns of the country 


CO-OPERATIVE LIFE INSURANCE IN OHIO. 





sought to force their way into the State in defiance of the 
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NamgE AND LocaTION, 


p Fees 


Membershi: 
and 
Annual Dues. 











American Mutual Accident, Mansfield..............e-se00. 
Bay City Life, Sandusky......------cecececcecccseceeeeces 
Central Aid and Accident, Columbus ............seee+e-e+++ 
Cincinnati Life, Cincinnati... ccccccccrcscvcscccccccvcccccs 
Columbiana County Life and Accident, New Lisbon......... 
Dagten Like, Dayton. 00000. ccccccccsccovccccesscesscceseees 
Frement Life Insurance, Fremont..........sesseceesesececes 
German American Mutual Aid, Columbus...... Saduseseutes 
Guarantee Safety Fund Mutual Life, Alliance............... 
Home Mutual Aid, Zanesville,.....---...ccssesceesesececes 
Jelloway Mutual Aid, Jelloway.........-e-s-esceceseceeess 
Mahoning Valley Mutual Relief, Youngstown..............- 
Miami Mutual Aid and Beneficial, Quincy..............+++++ 
Mutual Union Life, Cleveland........ccccscccescccccccccess 
Mutual Protection of Ohio, Norwalk..............+-seeeeee. 
EE BAe CNR oso 5 enon daremenes +s vdeneodyes 
ht JOE, .ccantldsosvcpndseh enenduadesnennceees 
Cee Biutend Ald, Bt. VermOR..<cccccccccccccrvccecccscecces 
Ohio Mutual Relief, Cincinnati...........--c-ccescccceeeces 
Ohio Valley Protective Union, Wheeling, West Va......... 
Oriental Protectors of America, Mt. Vernon..............+++ 
People’s Mutual Benefit, Westerville........-.-......esee0e0 
Peopft's Mutual Life, Ashland.............eceseeseeeeeeees 
Peemix Mateal Aid, Cladiamaltl......<ocescscescepecccescccess 
Reliance Mutual Life, Cincinnati..........-sseccecceeseeces 
Ny EAD, CRa Rat cic. os cpbendesisnsssceseescistcveses 
Southern Ohio Mutual Benefit, Dayton............--..--+-+ 
State Aid Society, Columbus............secececcsessscccces 
State Mutual Protection and Endowment, Norwalk.......... 
Steuben Mutual Protective, Steubenville......-.----...0--+- 
SS ME nocknabscegacthonnsoscncatvssschesbesess 
Washington Mutual Aid, Washington, C. H............0.6. 
Western Mutual Protection and Relief, Bellefontaine........ 
Western Reserve Mutual Relief, Akron.............+se+eee- 
Western Union Aid, Greenville...........s0eeeseeeeeseeeees 
Workingmen’s Mutual Protection and Relief, Cleveland. .-.. 
Young Men's Life, Cincinnati.............ssessscsscssesees 


Totals of Thirty-seven Companies in 1883........--.++++ 


Totals of Sixty-seven in Companies 1882........+--+...- 
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31,251 34,629 | 21,531 11,298 | 32,829 4:797 | seeeee 52 
93 412 93 259 352 146 249 279 
6,734 11,697 7,610 4,520 12,130 228 | 6,631 59 
1,470 2,860 1,000 1,407 2,407 S22 | 488 141 
9,718 12,058 7:133 4,851 12,034 305 2,391 68 
ov0ecge 1,116 ce¢ese 1,045 1,045 72 1,116 tea 
18,865 22,256 13,527 6,355 19,882 8,022 8,896 47 
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16,279 | 19,153 | 15,447 2,894 | 18,359 71237 199 19 
583 2,102 533 1,558 2,091 11 147 3Ir 
589 1,855 210 1,502 1,712 143 1,623 713 
56,284 61,157 46,134 7,518 53,652 16,331 76,962 16 
39,897 | 49,974 | 37,000 | 14,505 | 51,505 T,I9Q0 | -see+5 39 
757 1,173 400 642 1,042 132 | -+eeee 160 
9,937 11,170 7.355 | - 3,234 10,589 580 919 44 
58,139 | 78,349 | 67,066 | 19,950 | 87,017 4,023 371 30 
496,901 62,629 52,500 12,533 65,033 5,674 2,000 24 
2,191 3,527 1,679 1,671 3,350 177 1,964 99 
48,849 | 68,049 | 42,650 22,633 | 65,283 16,692 4,000 53 
9,314 14,113 7,867 7,296 15,163 258 125 93 
864 4,717 444 3:773 4217 587 1,544 850 
eocece 9,114 edecce 8,924 8,924 995 2, oveces 
9.483 | 14.754 9,638 5,175 14,813 555 | seeeee 
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2,855 3,112 2,289 916 3,205 728 533 40 
ognene 190 Jbeees 185 185 5 171 paiedd 
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eevee 1,095 wecees 960 978 116 go2 ences 
17.157 25,599 16,250 9,565 25,815 2,503 |  ccccee 59 
$439.424 |$586,103 | $394.589 [$177,647 [$572,335 [$104,212 [$136,585 45 
$657,259 |$9r2,476 |$576,063 | $304,934 [$883,392 [$123,704 | $213,641 52 
































206 


THE SPECTATOR. 





— 


[| Thursday 








There are thirty-seven of these assessment societies that re- 
port to the Ohio department; some of them are in the nature 
of benefit societies, doing a limited business in particular lo- 
calities, and are probably conducted with as little expense as 
possible ; others areof the purely speculative order, whose 
only excuse for existing lies in the assumed necessity of 
furnishing its officers a living. The careful management 
of the benefit societies tends to make a better showing for 
the speculative concerns in the aggregates than they would 
otherwise exhibit, reducing the ratio of management ex- 
penses to claims paid very considerably. For instance, 
where it cost one company over eight dollars to pay one 
dollar of benefits it cost another only nineteen cents to 
pay a dollar of benefits. By lumping the good with the 
bad, the average ratio of management expenses to claims 
paid is forty-five cents, or about twice as much as it costs a 
regular life company to pay benefits. We aretold by the 
assessment concerns that the money realized from assess- 
ments levied upon members is held as a “sacred trust” 
with which to pay death claims, and that all expenses are 
defrayed from the sums realized from membership fees 
and annual dues. The thirty-seven Ohio companies given 
in the table received from these sources last year $122,745, 
and their expenses of management were $177,647, an excess 
of expenditures over receipts of $54,902. How was this 
excess made up? The table shows very conclusively. 
The amount received from assessments was $439,423, while 
the amount of claims paid was $394,588, a difference of 
$44,835; this balance, with some pickings from the interest 
account, would make up the deficiency in the management 
expenses. Seven of the companies paid no claims what- 
ever, but expenses of management went on just the same 
with most of them. The chief claim of assessment com- 
panies to public consideration is that they furnish “‘ insur- 
ance at cost,” or at much less than the rates charged by the 
regular life companies. A glance at the table will show that 
the managers of these concerns look out carefully for them- 
selves, and whatever beneficiaries may receive, the manage- 
ment expenses are bound to be taken care of. We find 
the ratio of expenses to claims paid ranging all the way 
from nineteen cents to over eight dollars, and of the thirty 
companies whose ratios are given, eight charged over one 
dollar expenses for every dollar paid to beneficiaries. And 
this is cheap insurance! 

But evidently the people of Ohio are fast finding out 
the character of these concerns, for they are sacrificing 
their memberships at a rapid rate. During the year 
13,784 memberships ceased from all causes, and of this 
number 10,669 were lapsed; that is, the members were 
tired of paying and sacrificed all they had contributed. 
The companies commenced the year with 33,263 mem- 
bers, issued 13,075 new certificates during the year, and 
closed with 32,554, a loss of 709, notwithstanding the 
number of new certificates issued. The so-called insur- 
ance in force at the beginning of the year amounted to 
$60,564,306, and at the end of the year it had been 
reduced, notwithstanding over 1300 new members 
had joined, to $59,382,175, a loss of $5,682,131. Evidently 
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the “young blood” so much sought for by these socie 
ties does not stay with them, and this is not surprisi 
when the average number of assessments made during the 
year was thirteen. One company made 100 assessments 
during the year, and sixteen made ten or more. “ Yoy 
blood” will not stand such a drain upon it, and when 
young men who have been enticed into the trap find out 
its true character, they get out at any sacrifice, hence the 
10,669 lapsed memberships last year. But if the “ young 
blood” will not stay in, the old blood will not stay out 
Indeed, some of these societies seem to have been organ: 
ized for the especial benefit of old people, for we fing 
among the members admitted last year persons whose 
ages range from fifty to ninety years, many of the compa. 
nies taking them in at sixty—a number of them from 
eighty to ninety. The average age of new members last 
year was alittle over forty-three years. It was but recently 
that the president of one of the oldest of these assess. 
ment companies asserted in his annual report, that the 
average age of its members was over forty years, and that 
it could not exist unless it received a liberal accession of 
members under thirty-five. But these speculative cop 
cerns that do not aim at permanency, take members te 
gardless of age, satisfied if membership fees and annual 
dues are paid in advance. Immediate cash for manage. 
ment expenses is their battle cry, and assessments will 
take care of themselves later. But healthy young men 
cannot afford to carry this burden of old age and decrep. 
itude, and it is not, therefore, surprising that these associ. 
ations fall to pieces in a few years from inherent defects, 
or that their wrecks strew the land, while their victims are 
numbered by thousands. 

Here are thirty-seven companies claiming to doa life 
insurance business, deluding their members by inducing 
them to believe that they have made provision for their 
families, that have issued certificates of membership pur 
porting to insure $59,382,131. They have assets amount 
ing to $104,212 with which to guarantee their promises to 
pay. Against these assets, however, there are $136,585 
of liabilities, so that the companies have not money 
enough to pay their present indebtedness. To show more 
clearly the decadence of this assessment insurance, we ap 
pend to the table the totals taken from the Ohio chart of 
the previous year. There were then sixty-seven compe 
nies of this kind doing business in that State, while iu 
1883 thirty-seven companies were licensed, but only 
thirty-five issued new certificates; thus indicating that 
thirty-two of them went to pieces during the year. The 
chart shows that the number of members dwindled from 
52,467 in 1882, to 32,554 in 1883, and the amount of alleged 
insurance in force from $105,786,015 to $59,382,175, 

Contrast the condition of these fallacious concerns, that 
are insolvent by their own showing, with the condition of 
the regular life companies, that offer positive life indemnity 
and have the funds in hand to guarantee the fulfillment of 
every contract they enter into. There were twenty-nine 
regular life companies doing business in New York State 
last year; the aggregate amount of their assets w& 


Cor 
no 

lea 
for 
que 
cor 
wh 
imy 
city 
wh 


hav 


pay 
be; 


rela 
tha 
sm 
188 
$27 


wh 


the 
cure 
The 
Bro 
to t 
long 
reb: 






hen 
out 
the 


ing 
Dut. 








April 24, 1884. | THE SPECTATOR: 207 








— 

$471,805,920; after providing for all their liabilities, in- 
cluding the reserve they are required to keep for the pro- 
tection of each policy, they had surplus funds amounting 
to $80,298,093, all of which belong to the policyholders. 
These companies paid to policyholders last year $15,295,- 
264, and the expenses of management, including taxes, 
was less than twenty-seven per cent. These figures tell 
their own story, and show conclusively that while assess- 
ment insurance is, at best, a fallacy and frequently a fraud, 
the old system of life insurance performs its promises, 
holds the funds in hand with which to meet all claims, and 
isan indemnity for life that can be confidently trusted. 





SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 





A SECOND election was held by the companies composing the Tariff 
Association on Friday last, to fill vacancies caused by the resignation of 
James A. Alexander from the tariff committee and William A. Ander- 
son from the executive committee. E.R. Kennedy of Weed & Kennedy 
was elected to the first place, and Chas. A Hull of the Howard to the 
second, both by a nearly unanimous vote. As there had been some 
discussion about these vacancies, the results must be quite gratifying to 
the friends of the successful candidates, 


* *% * ~ 


THE agreement by which reductions have been made by the tariff 
companies on grade floor stocks expressly stipulates that there shall be 
no demand for return premium on old contracts. We are surprised to 
learn that several companies have granted rebates for this change in 
form in response to demands of greedy brokers. Probably these re- 
quests will be more numerous among out-of-town than among city 
companies, and the latter should therefore be on their guard. The 
whole business of granting return premiums on account of so-called 
improvements or betterments of risks has been grossly abused in this 
city, because in some cases returns have been made for betterments 
while, at the same time, changes which were the reverse of betterments 
have been ignored, whereas the increased charges for the latter would 
have been a fair offset for the former. The French fashion of never 
paying back any premium and of charging for every indorsement would 
be an excellent reform for this city and country. 


* * * * 


A FRIEND in Decatur, referring to a recent paragraph in this column 
relative to the policies in the Commonwealth Mutual of that place, says 
that the directors are respectable and the company well backed for a 
small country business on the mutual plan. Although started in July, 
1883, it had in January over $4000 unpaid losses on hand, and only 
$2700 in cash to pay with, although $11,000 was reported as assets in 
the hands of agents and in the course of collection. Our city friends 
who accept these policies must be hard pushed for insurance. 


* * * * 


THERE is still an idea lingering in certain minds that in some way 
the organization known as the Board of Brokers can be utilized to se- 
cure harmony of action between the tariff companies and the brokers. 
The favorite plan suggested is that the Tariff Association and the 
Brokers’ Board can agree upon a plan to prevent the giving of rebates 
to the assured. Probably this might be done if all the companies be- 
longed to the Tariff Association, and would all agree not to grant any 
rebates whatever on any risk. A merchant fails to appreciate the 
exact justice of denying him a rebate on his Leonard street risk, while 
hing him to take a policy with a rebate on a risk on Third 





avenue or Fifty-seventh street. When the companies have wholly 
purged themselves of the rebate system, they will undoubtedly find the 
brokers only too glad to abandon it. In the interim a Board of Brokers 
cannot solve the difficulty with a dozen or fifteen companies not recog- 
nizing tariff rules and regulations. 


* * * * 


THE increased rates on pianoforte factories lately promulgated in 
this city are timely. These rates, in the estimation of some of our ex- 
perienced secretaries and presidents, have only one fault, they are too 
low; but a rise of one per cent on the rates of 1853, which were at 
least one and one-half per cent above those of 1882, seems sufficient 
for present purposes. As in the theatre risks, the great want of the 
companies in insuring piano factories is the coinsurance clause. If the 
owner could only be compelled to insure the full value or coinsure for 
the deficiency, the risks would be greatly improved for the companies 
interested. Usually a sixty per cent loss of the property insured is a 
hundred per cent loss to the companies. 


* * * * 


IT is said of the party who was burned out in 94 Greene street the 
other night, that it was his fourth fire, although a surveyor who recently 
inspected the risk reported that it was remarkably clean and free of 
danger. 

* % * * 

THERE is a story going the rounds that a prominent Brooklyn firm, 
having captured all the Brooklyn business worth having, are trying to 
secure some agencies in this city, with a view of making a similar 
gobble of all the metropolitan business. 









* * 


* * 


SEVERAL companies, we are advised, have accepted fire risks on the 
steam dredges belonging to the new French Panama Canal Company, 
used in digging the canal between the Atlantic and Pacific. The rates 
are quite tempting, but the insurance, we are informed, is considerably 
under the amounts required. These dredges are, we believe, American- 
made and very valuable ; but as a fire risk we do not know anything 
about them. 

* * * 


THE contention between the New York companies and the local 
board at Kingston and Rondout, N. Y., on the subject of steamboat 
rates is in a fair way of settlement. The tariff made here provided a 
rate of 134 percent on Hudson river steamers, while the Kingston and 
Rondout tariffs allowed the boats to be written at 1% per cent. It 
was early discovered that while the risks were lost to the companies 
direct, they were saved to the local agents. In this emergency the 
State board intervened, and insisted that the up-river rates should be 
advanced to the New York tariff. This, we learn, has been done, and 
there will be no further trouble between the companies’ home offices 
and their agencies. 

* x x 


THE proposal to ask the legislature for authority to organize a fire 
patrol service in Brooklyn, to be managed and paid for by the compa- 
nies interested, is regarded as dead and buried for this season, to be 
revived, it is hoped, at some future day. 


* * * * 


THE companies which contested the Crescent Mills loss in the Lodi 
bleachery fire fifteen months ago, on account of non-concurrent insur- 
ance, having lost two of their cases in the courts, have peacefully 
yielded and paid the losses in full. 


* * x * 
A RECENT mercantile loss reported by one of the daily journals as 


amounting to $12,000 was settled by the adjusters interested for $350, 
which is quite a difference to the insured and insurers, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





ALBANY. 

The Vedder Valuation Bill Ordered to Third Reading in the Senate—The Leg- 
tslature Favorable to the Co-Operatives—The Bill Requiring Companies to 
Make a Special Deposit for Each Kind of Business Done—Regulating the 
Height of Dwellings—Securities of Defunct Life Companies. 


[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 


The co-operatives have succeeded in getting the Vedder valuation of 
term policies to third reading in the Senate. They appear to be successful 
with the legislature, and bid fair to secure the passage of all their meas- 
ures before the legislature adjourns, The Senate committee is with them, 
and the Senate itself appears to be. The Assembly also concurs when- 
ever either of their bills come up. The legislature, on the whole, pays 
great deference to those engaged in assessment insurance, while they are, 
at the same time, ready to pounce down upon all connected with the regu- 
lar life insurance interests. The assessment companies are treated as 
charitable institutions ; the regulars as heartless corporations, ready to 
devour everybody. It will not always be thus. 

The fight between the casualty insurance companies has reached the 
point where the Kiernan bill, compelling those companies under that 
head who do more than one kind of business to deposit with the insur- 
ance department $50,000 for each kind of insurance, has been ordered to 
third reading in the Senate. This is an effort to prevent a company doing 
a mixed insurance, and is really a fight upon the Fidelity and Casualty 
Company of New York, by’the Plate Glass and by the Hartford Steam 
Boiler Inspection and Insurance Company. The Fidelity and Casualty 
is getting the worst of the fight thus far, save in the advertising it gets out 
of it. The other companies which are fighting it are demonstrating the 
strength of the company. 

It does not look very much as though Mr. Glover will get his Safety 
Fund Insurance Company on its feet this year. The bill amending the 
charter so as to enable him to start it passed both houses, but struck an 
obstacle when it reached the executive chamber, and was recalled to pre- 
vent a veto. There appears to be considerable doubt whether it can be 
amended so as to secure executive approval, and still be of any value or 
benefit to those who wanted it. Itis inthe hands of the Assembly com- 
mittee, 

The bill to regulate the height of dwellings, or flats and tenements, has 
passed the Senate. Under it, flats on a street sixty feet wide cannot be 
constructed more than seventy-five feet high, and on streets over that 
width eighty feet high ; that is, eighty feet is the limit of the approach to 
the sky of that class of buildings. 

In my letter published in THE SPECTATOR on April 10, was a new bill 
to provide for the transfer of the securities of the bankrupt insurance 
companies to the receiver. It appeared almost simultaneously in both 
houses. In the Senate, the bill has been changed, not in its Purpose but 
in the phraseology, and made much longer, and as changed has been 
ordered to third reading in that body. Its full text, as it now stands, is 
as follows: 

SECTION 1. In every case where a life insurance or annuity company has been 
or hereafter may be dissolved and a receiver thereof appointed, upon the applica- 
tion of the attorney-general, or by action begun in the name of the people of the 
State of New York, each and every security and fund which shall have been depos. 
ited by such company prior to its dissolution with the Superintendent of the Insur- 
ance Department, for the security and protection of its policyholders, or any class 
of such policyholders, under the statutes in such cases made and provided, may by 
an order of the Supreme Court, made at a special term thereof, held within the 
judicial district in which the principal office of such company was located” prior to 
its dissolution, upon the application of the attorney-general after service of eight 
days’ written notice of such application upon the Superintendent of the Insurance 
Department, be transferred from the said Superintendent of the Insurance Depart- 
ment to the receiver of such company; and thereupon the said Superintendent shall 
deliver such funds and securities to such receiver, and in him the title thereto shall 
immediately vest. Such receiver shall thereupon convert such securities and funds 
into money, and shall distribute the proceeds thereof, and ot each and every class 
of such funds or securities, among the respective holders of valid policies of such 
company for whose benefit and security the deposit or deposits were originally 
made, proportionately to the respective valuations of such policies, as shall be as- 
certained in proceedings taken by such receiver for the valuation of policiés and the 
determination of the liabilities of such company under the statutes in such cases 
made and provided, and the course and practice of the Supreme Court in cases of 





insolvent corporations, until such valuation shall have been paid in ful], If 
portion of such proceeds shall then remain, such balance may, under an order of 
the Supreme Court, in such behalf duly made at special term, be made a part of the 
general assets of such receivership, and thereupon be distributed by said receiver 
in payment of or upon the general liabilities of such dissolved company according 
to law. ° 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 


The four per cent valuation policy bill was not reached in the Assem- 
bly last week. It still awaits its final reading in that house, 

The bill for the introduction of salt water for extinguishment of fires 
has maie no progress since it was sent to the Senate. DEAcoy, 

ALBANY, April 21, 1884. 





COMMUNICATIONS. 


A BROKER REPLIES TO OUR PHILADELPHIA 
CORRESPONDENT. 
[To THE EpiToR OF THE SPECTATOR.) 


In your weekly issue of April 17, 1884, I find a letter from Philadelphia 
signed “ B, A.,” and I crave your kind indulgence to my exceptions to 
some of his statements. 

In the first place, ‘‘ B. A.” has a growl at the Tariff Association, and 
states that, when the rating committee makes a rate, the enterprising broker 
goes out ahead of the slip and binds the companies, whose managers are 
either bulldozed by said broker or else, desiring to write at lower than 
adequate rates, bind their companies. 

This has occurred ir one or two instances, notably that of a risk which 
was advanced from two and a quarter to five per cent, and the broker in 
charge placed the line at three per cent—an advance of three-quarters 
of one per cent upon the old rate, and considered sufficient by some of 
our leading underwriters, who also thought five per cent exorbitant. My 
experience (limited though it is) is that the advances (in reason) in rates 
have been cheerfully met by brokers and, io most instances, have been 
complied with without any contest. It is only when an advance like the 
above is made that broker and assured have been stirred up to the point 
of opposition. 

His remarks as to schedule rates lead me to suppose that he favors them; 
my opinion is that the result of promulgating such rates would be to 
drive all the small companies out of the association, as rates being equal 
upon small risks they are taken by the large companies, and the little ones 
would only get what the large companies would not take. 

It is probably unnecessary for me to say anything regarding his proposi- 
tion that companies should have representation upon the rating committees 
in proportion to their assets, for the simple reason that insurance com- 
panies (very properly) do not write lines of insurance in the proportion of 
their assets. We see the tna with its nine million assets writing the 
same lines as other companies of one million assets. His remarks as to 
the Brokers’ Association show that he does not comprehend the pur 
poses for which it was organized ; let me quote him: 

‘‘The Brokers’ Board has come to no definite work yet ; almost their 
first step was to ask the companies to sign an agreement not to pay Coll 
missions to any broker not in their board (and some good brokers wert 
not in) ; this characteristic modesty some companies and agencies could 
not appreciate ; when, however, they signified a purpose to abide by rates 
of the Tariff Association, most of the companies and agencies signed 
condition of it being practically unanimous before binding.” 

The original call fora preliminary meeting of the brokers of Philade- 
phia was circulated by an agent who is also a broker, but who, I think, is 
classed rather as an agent than a broker. The first meeting was attended 
by over one hundred, and a committee on constitution and by-laws wa 
appointed, which committee reported at a subsequent meeting, and theit 
report, with some few changes, was adopted. Under all the circum 
stances, it was deemed necessary for the association to obtain the c& 
operation of all the companies doing business in Philadelphia before the 
organization could become a factor in the business, and for this reason the 
companies issued an agreement to be signed by all of them, in which they 
declared, each with the other, that they would pay commissions only t0 
members of the Philadelphia Fire Insurance Brokers’ Association, #™ 
upon their part agreed only to admit to membership persons carrying ® 
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the insurance business as their principal occupation, and to suppress cer- 
tain unbusinesslike actions which had been complained of. This agree- 
ment was signed by the managers in Philadelphia of 127 companies out 
of the whole 150 companies doing business here, and, had it not been for 
the action of one prominent underwriter, who differed in his views regard- 
ing the expediency of the agreement, it would have been in force to-day. 


The Brokers’ Association never made any such suggestion as “ B. A.” says, 


to the effect that they would agree to place only at tanff rates ; first, be- 
cause they would be giving outsiders a powerful weapon with which to 
secure their business ; second, because they would have been entering 
into a conspiracy with the companies; and third, because it would have 
been utterly unnecessary, owing tothe fact that a broker could not place 
$25,000 upon a rated risk at less than tariff rates, owing to the fact that 
the companies outside of the Tariff Association do not write at less than 
tariff rates, and of course the members would not do it. Again, your 
correspondent writes: ‘‘ Some officers and agents seem to have forgotten 
that fire insurance companies are in the business for the purpose of mak- 
ing profits for the stockholders, not simply to pay commissions and 
salaries and run a big machine, etc.” And again I beg to differ with 
him; during my ten years’ experience in the business I have come in 
contact (friendly) with all prominent underwriters of Philadelphia ; I take 
pleasure in attesting to the fact that, while they have been anxious to 
treat me with consideration, and when differences of opinion as to rates, 
forms, etc., have arisen, they have shown a desire to treat me and my 
principals with fairness, I have yet to see the first agent or officer of a fire 
insurance company who has not had the interests of his company first in 
his mind. On the whole, I think ‘“‘B. A.” has been affected by the 
gloomy weather we have had for the past six weeks, and when May breaks 
upon us with its bright days he will be able to see that the business is im- 
proving slowly but surely, and that the association of brokers will prove 
a benefit not only to its members, but the whole insurance fraternity. 
Apologizing for trespassing upon your time with this long letter, I am, 
gentlemen, your obedient servant, BROKER. 


PHILADELPHIA, April 17, 1884. 








NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


High Buildings in Cities. 

Tue burning of the St. George flats in New York city April 7, was but 
one more strong proof that it is indeed high time we had some compre- 
hensive legislation governing the whole matter of high buildings in cities. 
Were it not that such structures are almost invariably claimed to be abso- 
lutely fireproof, there is no doubt but their erection, to be used as dwell- 
ings, would have been probibited ere this. But here we have a represent- 
ative structure of this kind entirely burned out, except the walls, like a 
tinder box, or as though the whole affair was a furnace, in which the in- 
terior partitions, furniture, etc., formed the charge and the walls were 
the shells. It presented an imposing appearance, was seven stories high 
from the sidewalk and eight stories high in the rear; the front was of 
stone, ornamented with terra cotta; the spacious entrance hall had 
polished marble columns, while the stairways in front were of stone and 
the halls tiled—the apartments renting at from $1300 to $1800 a year— 
but there was a rear dumb-waiter and air shafts of wood, with wooden 
Stairs, floor beams and flimsy partitions; so tae destruction of the build- 
ing was very rapid, notwithstanding the best efforts of the fire department. 
The question naturally arises, How many of our so-called fireproof struc- 
tures are of this character ? 

The law now provides for the thickness of walls, according to the 
height it is proposed to build, and the building department can enforce 
the erection of fire escapes ; but there is no limit to the height to which 
Structures for either business purposes or dwellings may be carried. A 
bill is before the legislature limiting the height of dwelling houses “‘in- 
tended to be used for more than one family ” to eighty feet, and in streets 
less than sixty feet in width making the limit seventy feet ; but much 
more than this is needed. With many it is by no means clear but that 
such high buildings should be absolutely prohibited, except in special 
Jocations apart from other buildings, for they so much shut out the light 








and air as to greatly lessen the comfort and healthfulness of adjoining 
houses. This may be thought a hardship in a city like New York, where 
the value of land affords such an incentive for piling story upon story, but 
there can be no question that the law should prevent the erection of such 
buildings unless they can be made fireproof in fact as well as in name. 
And to do this, with all the combustible material it is customary to use in 
the luxurious furnishing of such apartments, calls for a most specific 
enactment, with a thoroughness of inspection which householders bave 
been slow to see the necessity of, and at least some builders will try in 
every way to shirk. Such regulations, in so far as they would increase 
the expense of putting up these great structures, and thus limiting their 
number, would be doubly satisfactory. Some legislation in the same line 
is also needed for tall factories employing many hands, while there are here 
and there office buildings, likewise, altered over perhaps to accommodate 
more tenants, which are not only highly dangerous to surrounding prop- 
erty but quite likely at any time to furnish a human holocaust, although 
their owners have nominally complied with all the requirements it is at 
present in the power of the building department to enforce. Let us have 
the law before its need is further emphasized by the loss of human life in 
some of these unsafe structures.— Scientific American, 





Another Cooperative Ruled Out of Ohio. 


THE Supreme Court of Ohio has refused to allow the writ of mandamus ap- 


plied for by the Mississippi Valley Manufacturers Mutual Insurance 
Company to compel the Superintendent of Insurance to issue them a 
license. It appears that, when the above-mentioned company applied for 
admission to the State, Superintendent Moore set about examining into 
its financial condition. The law on this subject states that ‘‘ no company, 


association or partnership organized under the laws of any other State 


can take risks or transact business of insurance in this State, directly or 
indirectly, unless possessed of the amount of actual capital required by 
similar companies formed under the provisions of this chapter, nor unless 
the entire capital stock of the compa’ y is fully paid up and invested as 
required by the laws of the State where it was organized; but if the 
company is a mutual company, actual assets of the same amount and 
description, invested and deposited as required by the laws of the State 
where it was organized, shall be accepted in lieu of capital stock.” The 
insurance department construed the words ‘‘same amount” to refer to 
actual capital, and the books showed that the actual cash assets of this 
company fell short of the required amount. This was one ground upon 
which the refusal was based. Again, it was ascertained that in the last 
three years the company has spent $64,000 for szlaries and expenses, 
while the amount paid cut in losses to policyholders only reached $40,000, 
there being therefore 150 per cent on the losses paid in salaries, etc. 
Another action of the company which was condemned was that it had 
been doing business in the State before applying for a license, a flagrant 
violation of the law. 





Tornado Insurance in Missouri. 
SincE the amendment of the insurance laws of Missouri in 1882, under 
which tornadoes were specifically made a subject for insurance, several 
insurance companies operating in that State have undertaken to keep 
separate accounts of their tornado risks. Their gross business for 1883 
is thus reported : 














Name or Company. Risks. Premiums. Losses. 
Concordia Wis........se-+seeeeeseeees $39,060 $353 None. 
German, II]... .......+-eeeeeeeeeeeeeees 13,550,840 180,650 ,650 
German Fire, Ill. .......-..0++-+-eeeees 96,224 743 one. 
Glens Falls, N. Y.......-eeeeeeeeeeeees 2,070,013 17, 1,801 
Merchants, Mo...........- ccoscccecces 141,900 I, None. 
Merchants, N. J....... adem besenseséese 21,400 161 None. 
Phoenix, Conn...........eeeeeseeeeeees 5,325 8,055 None. 
State, Ia...cccccccccccccccccccccccccess 5,267,579 104,130 12,883 
Washington F. and M., Mass.......... 168,502 | 1,771 None. 

Totals......--+0: TSP ES Ee nsteuntiex $22,200,843 $313.995 $38,334 
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Fire Premiums and Losses by States. 


WE conclude this week our statistics of the business of 1883 by States. 
The following tables exhibit the premiums received and losses paid in 
the several States named, together with the ratio of losses to premiums. 
These statistics were compiled from reports made to us by the companies 
individually and were revised by them in proof : 








Ratio of 
Losses to 
Premiums, 






























Name or Company. Premiums. Losses, 
LOUISIANA. 

Mine THANE. oc cisciicccsivcccscses paneae $5,132 $8 2 
NEE, BONUMOD..cccescccsceccosss] - sacose |.  «eoeves ‘see 
City of London, London.............s++0+: 3,827 1,902 49-7 
Commercial Union, London.....-.........-. 15,502 9,787 63.1 
Connecticut, Hartford.............+.. rT ae ee secs Pere 
Continental, New York..........-.+see0eee5 30,823 14,229 46.2 
Crescent, New Orleans..............+e00+- 132,700 69,814 52.6 
Factors and Traders, New Orleans..........| = seeee o) Cee omen 
Fire Association, Philadelphia.......-...... 13,343 19,250 144 
Fire Insurance Association of London....... 3.493 2,634 75-4 
Firemens, New Orleans................+++. tages” = hee eeee 
Firemens, New York. ..........cccssseccees DCO seee 
German-American, New York...........+++- 3,350 1,217 36.3 
Germania, New York......-......----+++--: 7,296 4,618 63.3 
Genet, LORGOR. «4... vccccscccccccevcoce 4, 2 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg.......--.---- 3,455 6,840 197-9 
Hanover, New York......--...sceeseeeeeees 7,290 4,618 63 3 
Hartford, Hartiord.........----.....++ iden 17,199 13,547 788 
Powasd, New York. ...ccccccscscevccsosess 4,256 2,697 63.4 
BOONE, TOO BOER cccccccvcescccess cocene 14,173 14,124 99.7 
Hope, New Orleans.............seseeees eons 46,232 11,143 24.1 
I nobis hoctresicceecwevesess 16,140 20,396 126.4 
Insurance Company of Ncr h America, Phila 6,387 5,500 86.1 
Lafayette, New Orleans. ......-----+++0+-++- 32,403 15, 46.3 
Lancashire, Manchester...-.-.....sss++2++: 10,245 12,407 121.1 
eS OR 13,162 25,222 19.2 
Liverpool and London and Globe, ee 82,8 42,884 51.8 
London Assurance Corporation, London.. 6,13 6,865 III.9 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool.......... 31,822 33,056 103.9 
London and Provincial, London...... coccce ae eae 
Mechanics and Traders, New Orleans.......) 9s wee. | te ewes bao 
Merchants, Newark............. Seeees ool 6.439 3,610 56.1 
eT rrr 35794 3,654 96.3 
New Orleans Insurance Ass'n, New Orleans. ace TY ‘Sawer eae 
New Orleans Insurance Co., New Orleans.. .| 190,667 82,200 43-1 
PUURRREE, INOW TOER. .ccccceccceccsccse ose. 6,101 6,507 106.7 
North British and Mercantile, London...... 26,669 25,018 93.8 
North G:rman, Hamburg.................. ae ee ae FN 
Northern, London.............-sscccessess 9,404 11,779 125.3 
Norwich Union, Norwich.......----......-- } 17,364 4,905 28.2 
Peoples, New si cibdivn wibutedouhas 145.438 75,708 52.1 
Phenix, Brooklyn..... Pe el ep eee | 14,477 11,762 81.2 
Phoenix, Hartford.......... eovccccccvcccees 4 317 8,568 198.5 
Phoenix, London...............++0+ etter’ 7:771 7,395 95.2 
Providence-Washington, Providence......-. 6,150 5 229 85.0 
Hoa et ebeswececece Ceveesesocescs 28,293 11,404 40.3 

Oo) UOT PORE. coccccccccocccccesescocces 0,91 26,392 3 
Scot. t Union and Nat., Edinburgh & London io os = re 
ag lary 2 tea grednerenrs gererreseeeset] §  ersece spouses oni 
t. Pa ire an arine, St. Paul......20.- 7,879 4:377 6 
Sun Mutual, New Orleans............+++++. 547,642 249,931 =A 
Washington, Boston... cccccsccccccccccee. 6,880 | = ceveee cove 
} anny — PYARCISOD. .. ccccscccccccceses ame Po) tee ee Pikes 
WUED, DOOM. vc ccccccscccsscs secseces 26, 738 115.8 
Williamsburgh City, New Yet. cccssesocces Pro a oe . . e 
BOMB cccstedescsscccoscosccscuceseces $1,615,997 ,O10 56.1 

MONTANA, 

MU, TU vccesccsidicccresscsevesees $4,616 $972 21.1 
Agricultural, New York...-.......2.++s000 587 ovanes ees 
American Central, St. Louis....-........---- 1,814 657 36.2 
ifornia, San Francisco.....-.----.---.... 4,000 495 12.4 

Commercial, San Francisco.....--....+++++- .” 2 ae 
Commercial Union, London. . 3,071 1,148 37-4 
Fireman's Fund, Cal’fornia. . 12,623 1,474 11.7 
Fire Insurance Association, ial 1,646 16 9 
Germania, New York........ oes 1,943 69 3.5 
German-American, New York.......----.+.- 8,537 2,735 32.0 
Girard Fire and Marine, Philadelphia....... 1,718 30 1.7 
Hanover, New York....------...-sseeeeeee. 1,943 69 3-5 
Hartford, Hartford....--....-.0..sseeeeee0- 15,491 3,496 22.6 
Home, New York..... Panne bbupeersssseed 10,068 1,007 10.0 
Home Mutual, Cal........----0...ecceeeees 34 5 14.7 
Insurance Co. of North America............ 7:797 1,002 12,9 
Lancashire, Manchester..........---++-++ 1,706 327 19.2 
Be ES ow acscrvcccebscctideseceucss 6,520 »531 38.8 
Liverpool and London and Globe, pee 10,267 2,035 19.8 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool..........! 1,035 bsaee bee 

Merchants, St. Joseph.....2-0sseseecseeeees| 3,037 Suséxe os 
Merchants, Newark...........0-0-002000-0- 128 éaasse sees 
National, PE icgicscdssstlacsctionesin 3,125 425 13.6 
Niagara, NeW Vork...cccccacccccee i, are pacit. 
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MONTANA—Continued. 
North British and aoe London...... 2 7 a ee : 
Northern, London . +s ee eeeceeeecceees 1,714 $1,505 a8 
Orient, lit eta a 1,643 150 7 
Phoenix, a aig Re 3 fae * 
ennsylvania, Philadelphia.... 4,830 2,38 ¥ 
fn ——. caemmnedecme ees 6,586 a pa 
ueen, Liverpool.............seccees ve 4,421 
NE, IAD sccrbcctovaievssucsccoenss| © evcovs | eve = 75 
Springfield ire and Marine, Springfield.....| <..... | 1... it 
St. Paul Fire and Marine, Minn............. 5,330 3,315 63 
Sun, San Francisco.........0+.seeeeseseeees 2 2 ee sd 
PR iistccne<osnceecsesssesees Od. wsssce Wi. 
Union; San PrOMGleed.......cccccccesesseeee a re : 
ee ee eee meee tr 
WH, Nis sae cnccescescescocewecne 2,243 2 I 
Totals...... petdedibctaedecasessedveens $146,311 $28,713 19.6 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Bettigh Aanesten, TUPGRO.cccccccdevessccecs] soccer | secsce xg 
Columbus Banking and Ins. Co.,Columbus.|  ...... | ss ..eee, | ae 
Crescent, New Orileans.......-..2..2.cc00e. $50,255 $15.370 30.6 
Piremens, New York .........ccscoscscccses eee Re 
Georgia Home, Columbus, Ga.............. 22,996 10,162 44.2 
Hanover, New York...... eecccscccccccccees 17.267 6,956 40.3 
rere saanes 45.384 21,459 47.0 
Lafayette, New Orleans............-++-.-.. ae WE eee 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool. 59,113 39,531 69 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool iioomides,” “esadee | ‘soncws 
National, New York.........sscccssccccsecs oe ae oats 
New Orleans Ins. Assoc., New Orleans.----|  ...... | os re 
PRONE, DUOONNDRcccccccecccsccccoveseuccees 58,778 28,504 | 48.6 
Pocenix, SL ko.c4tnb sche ncdieeat? hemes 6,095 11,633 _ 
Propertyholders Mut. Ben. Assoc.,Columbus} —...... | ee ae 
Onee|en, London.......ccccrccccccccccccccces 16,113 5,703 354 
Western Assurance Association, Toronto... . 41,376 15,025 30.3 
Totals ..... eminehcenincitskben oer $317,832 $154,433 48.6 
= “ a. $4 $ 
Ena, Harttord, Conn....... eocccecsccccece 595 2,410 . 
Agricultural, Watertown, N. Y | Me soa = 
California, San Francisco, Cal.. $3,698 | ss cvccee 
CUP GF LGUGOR, LOMO, BER cccccccoscecs]  — ccccce | sevens asia 
Commercial, San Francisco, Cal.......-.--- 3 663 1,676 45.8 
a — Conn... "phe Me ee ARES 
ireman’s Fund, San Francisco, Cal......... 9.790 3,52 
Fire Assurance, London, Eng.............. 4.397 ry 54 
Fidelity and Casualty, New York, N. Y.....; ws. ee | eae 
Girard Fire and Marine, i ra.. . 3. a vous 
German-American, New York, N. Y........ i re ina 
SE ica viccesccctsssvssesecosece| . picees [  cvncee one 
Girard, Philadelphia.................+ eveee es ee ovat 
Guardian, EMO, BOR. 0c ececceccvchoceses a ee “one 
Hartford, Hartford, Comn....:....06c.eceee- 5,547 4,168 75-1 
Home Mutual, Cal....cc.ccrvccccccccccccees Oe 1) xWeeess cost 
Imperial, London, ittcmieemenaseeeésl,  sksian-1  sderves et 
Liv. and London and lobe, Liverpool, E . 10,720 7,298 68.1 
Lancashire, Manchester, Eng.....------.-.- 4,988 947 18, 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool, Eng.. 4,906 139 2, 
SI, MAE, Be vewedecesevcsectenteses 5,420 2,421 44-7 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool. 10,720 7,298 68.1 
Merchants, Newark, N. J ..--.------------- 8. . «ase ones 
National, New York, OO, ee ee 1,956 1,282 65.5 
N. British and Mercantile, London, Eng.... 2,481 2,458 99-1 
Phenix, Brooklyn, N. Y...... mapiadetie » - teeeee I, > eeewas pat? 
Phosniz, Hartford, Conn ....cccccccccscsccce|  ceccee | —svcece ogee 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pils oscseeces sna ae a! | <eveses “ 
Royal, Liverpool, Eng ......-........ Se ee ers eee +e 
South British, New Zealand caeeetsmetesaeash casieee eee 
Springfield Fire and Marine, —_——. =. | ae : 
Scottish Union and National, Edin. and Lon} _......... ove 
Shoe and Leather, Boston, ee aon ate illmmabeanseal CI ste on 
Sun, San Francisco, Cal....... 885 20 23 
Teutonia, New Orleans, La . 958 VAs} 7. 
Union, San Francisco, Cal.. 1,000 819 81.9 
Western, Toronto, Can.........scssccceess 3,447 2,805 81.4 
Totals........-000- eeeccecccccccece eeee $85,628 $39,952 46.7 
SouTH CAROLINA. 
tna, Hartford.............. eenhare steers $11,562 $5,630 48.7 
British America, Toronto.............+++++- 4,181 3:394 
Citizens, New York. ........ccccecccces eevee 4452 6,677 mY 
City of London, London...... esocccecccccce 6,787 3,293 5 
Commercial Union, London.........-.--... 12,983 6,837 | 527 
Connecticut, Hartford....... Sciacewaeeweveh:” ~ ‘iibten | | aeseks | eeee 
Continental, New York........----+.+--00+- 24,664 19,487 79.0 
Crescent, New Orleans......... ccccccevcces 14,813 4,035 31.3 
Fire Association, Philadelphia.....-..... coees 12,461 11,458 91.9 
Firemens, New York.............00.00 seeee 555 1,765 | 318.0 
Fire Insurance Association, London.....- eee 4,516 1,349 299 
Georgia Home, Columbus.......... ianaents 22,923 22,833 g9.6 
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Name or Company, 


Name or Company, 





SouTH CAROLINA—Continued, 
German-American, New York 
Germania, New York 
Glens Falls, New York 
Guardian, London 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg........ odeeded 
Hanover, New York 
Hartford, Hartford 
Home, New York 
Howard, New Sg 

ial, London seeesecceesces ee 
+ camel Company of North America, Phila. 
Lafayette, New Orleans ° 
Lancashire, Manchester.-.-....++++++ edve< 
Lion, London ; 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool. 
London Assurance Corporation, London.... 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool 
London and Provincial, London 
Manufacturers F. and M., Boston 
Mercantile, New York 
Merchants, Newark .......+---+. pescoieess 
National, Hartford 
National, New York.... 
Niagara, New York A 
North British and Mercantile, London 
North German, Hamburg 
Northern, London 
Norwich Union, Norwich..... 
Phenix, Brooklyn .......0-+-+seeee0 énceenss 
Phoenix, Hartford........----.seeeees0 adinon 
Phoenix, London J 
Providence-Washington, Providence 
Queen, Liverpool 
Rochester German, Rochester 
Royal, Liverpool 
Scottish Union and National, Edin. & Lond. 
Sun Fire, London 
Transatlantic, Hamburg 
Virginia State, Richmond. 
Westchester, New York 
Western, San Francisco 
Western, Toronto 
Williamsburgh City, New York............. 


eeeeeeeee 


Ba 
on 


RK: 2LESR 
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#tna, Hartford 
Agricultural, Watertown 
America Central, St. Louis 
British America, Toronto 
California, San Francisco 
Commercial Union, London 
Fire Association, Philadelphia 
Fireman's Fund, California 
Fire Insurance Association, London 
German-American, N. Y 
Girard Fire and Marine, Philadelphia 
Guardian, London 
Hartford, Hartford 
Home Mutual, Cal.............-- 
Imperial, London 
Insurance Company of North America, Pa... 
Lancashire, Manchester..........ssesee0 ‘ 
Lion, London 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool 
London Assurance Corporation 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool 
Merchants, Newark 
Merchants, St. Joseph. 
National, N. Y...... 
Niagara, N. Y ° . 
North British and Mercantile, London ...... 
Northwestern National, Wisconsin...... deds 
PONG, TiONGOR. i. ..5606-<nsscccees eset 
Norwich Union, Norwich 
Orient, Hartford 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 
Phenix, Brooklyn 
cenix, Hartford 

Queen, Liverpool 

oyal, Liverpool 
Sco:tish Union and National, Edin. and Lon 
Springfield Fire and Marine, Springfield... 
Standard, London..........-.....0+e« opéene 
State Investment, San Francisco.......-.... 

t. Paul Fire and Marine, St. Paul 
Sun, San Francisco 





$578,845 


vs 
me 
1,022 
6,947 
15,947 


Sato 








$105,414 





Hartford, Hartford....-.----....+.+ 





VIRGINIA. 
Agricultural; Watertown, N. Y 
Alexandria, Va....... socee 
British America, Toronto, Canada 
Boston Marine 


Commercial Union, London, Eng'and...... 

Firemens, New York, N. Y...............++ 

Fire Association of London, London, Eng... 

Fire Association of Philadelphia, Phila., Pa. 
an, Baltimore, Md 

Germania, New York, N. Y...............- 

ooneie Home, Columbus, Ohio 

Hartford, Hartford, Conn 

Hanover, New York, N 

BEOENG, TRUINNED. 2 0scrcccoscowccsce céscose 

Home, New York, N. Y........-+---eseee005 

Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg, Germany 

Howard, New York, N. Y......------+...- 

Imperial, London, England 

Liverpool and London and Globe, Liv: rpool. 

RAG, BM sccccccwcdebssocedccnsda sss 

London Assurance Corporation, Lon., Eng. 

London and Lancashire, Liverpool, Eng.... 

Mercantile, New York......... ies eer 

Mutual Assurance Society, Virginia......... 

National, New York, N. Y 

National, Baltimore........... eetulineedaiins 

North British and Mercantile, Lon 

Niagara, New York, N. 

Northern, London, England...-.......... 

Norwich Union, Norwich, England 





Petersburg Savings and Ins. Co., Petersburg. 

Phenix, Brooklyn, N. Y.......--+-seee0+-+- 

Phoenix, London, England 

Portsmouth, Virginia.........---- ° 
ueen, En 


seer 


Union (Marine), Phila. 

Virginia State, Richmond, Va... 

Virginia Home............. bc cominentet 
Virginia Fire and Marine 

Washington, Boston 

Westchester, New York, N. Y...... isedéeaa 
Williamsburgh City, New York 

Wes‘ern, Toronto, C 


eeeeeeeee 


WEST VIRGINIA. 
tna, Hartford .......2-.ccccce. sees 
#£tna Fire and Marine, Wheeling 
Agricultural, Watertown..... $0esoeenssesee 
American, Philadelphia...... ‘Bens 
American, Wheeling.... 
British America, Toronto..... Spbeenseue tess 
Clinton, New York 
Citizens, Pittsburgh. ...........-++eeeeeee+s 
Citizens, New York ...... 
City of London, London..........----+++++- 
Commercial, New York 
Commercial Union, London 
Connecticut, Hartford 
Continental, New York...... 
Cooper, Dayton...........+..++eeeeeee= Sse 
Fidelity and Casualty, New York........... 
Fire Association, Philadelphia 
Firemens, New York......... pesuaetadesead 
Franklin, Philadelphia. . 
Franklin, Wheeling..... 
Germania, New York........ 
German-American, New York . 
German, Wheeling 
Guardian, London ‘ 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg 
Hanover, New York 


Home, New York... 
Howard, New York....----..-.++: 
Imperial, London 
Insurance Co. of North America, Phil 
Lancashire, Manchester....... 0000066640080 
ache wool and London and Globe, Li rpool 
iv an ona . Live ‘ 
London Assurance Corporation, London.... 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool.......... 
Louisville Underwriters, Kentucky.......... 
Manufacturers, Wheeling.........++++e+ee08 
Merchants, Newark 


Mercantile, Cleveland 


29,159 
10,950 
31,214 
14,471 








$1,094,833 


GEGGES SEE 


ree 
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WEST VIRGINIA—Continued. 
Michigan Fire and Marine, De roit........-. et — 
> omameay Pad Ba eed peeseecesssoeverers 137 mS bes once 
lagara, NCW YOrK..-~---.-seewececeecences 4,949 ,050 41. 
North British and Mercantile, London...... 4,128 611 13 
Northern Assurance, London.............-- 3,466 607 17.5 
Norwich Union, England................-+- 1,973 100 5.1 
Orient Mutual, New York...........--++++- wal. veewens one 
Ohio Valley, Wheeling...........--++e5eee5 23,500 2,370 10.1 
POE -TRMEONER siccaccceccsccccusessocss| «6. ¢esese F  seenne pee 
Phenix, Brooklyn............+----eeeeeeees 2,725 1,221 44.8 
Patents, FArord. <....ccccccccccoccccocecce 2,236 3.454 54-5 
Providence-Washington, Providence........| £008 | —s_ weeave ail 
een, Liverpool....... ineeeecetasrennenes 3,043 1,259 41.4 
sc ccnceebtocsesedgetesscess ee)... cwapeey weed 
Scot. Union and National, Edinburgh and Lon 1,781 ac nome 
Teutonia Fire and Marine, Dayton......--- 951 36 3.8 
PR tcccncseeenccscossceses 8,921 8,156 91.4 
United States, New York............00-0++- 15 gegese ae: 
Washington Fire and Marine, Boston.......| =. .+--- osces eoce 
Westchester, New York..... eoccccccccccecs 1,12 102 9.1 
Western Assurance, Toronto..........--.-+- 2,22 31343 150.0 
EEL, cc ccccemeeseoseseeeserel *  ssenns oneeee ‘ 
Williamsburgh City, New York............ ° E703 | eserves eeee 
ME star ostadncebaepesdssctessecets $272,971 $125.183 45-9 
Chip etaatan, Lenten, Raghend $ $4,062 | 6a 
‘ity of London, London, England.......... 75 i 0 
Commercial Union, London, England....... ed 5, 85.2 
Crescent, New Orleans...........-se20++05| 11,759 2,831 24.1 
Firemens, New York, N. Y es Ra se: ‘ iat 
Fire Association of London, London, Eng..| ee | ceusvs eves 
Fire Association of Philadelphia, Phila., Pa... 14,383 21,418 148.9 
Germania, New York, N. Y.........+------ 12, 7,844 13-3 
German-American, New York, N. Y....... II,OIr 3,729 33-9 
Georgia Home, Columbus, Ohio..........-- 33,786 13,210 39-1 
Hartford, Hartford, Conn.........-.-------| 23,787 10,977 46.1 
Hanover, New York, N. Y.....----.---+++: 12,396 7,844 63.3 
Home, New York, N. Y.........0--see++0e- 21,984 16,492 75.0 
Imperial, London, England.......-.......- | 5,037 5,4 108.5 
Ins. Co. of North America, Phila........... 13,498 , 66.6 
Lafayette, New Orleans................++-- 23 | —s ewweee ove 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool. 41,077 18,080 44.0 
Lion, London...........cssecccseccecccees 4,004 985 24.6 
London Assurance Corporation, Lon., Eng..| 17,387 16,480 94.8 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool, Eng... .| ,088 2,338 26.9 
Lancashire, Manchester, England.......---- 13,154 15,210 115.6 
Moaweatitile, N.Y... cccscocesccccvccscccces| 45 | —_ esecee save 
National, New. York, N. ¥......05.ccccccce | . 2 ae esse 
North British and Mercantile, London, Eng.| 30,243 27,434 90.7 
Niagara, New York, N. Y..........--++++++| 6,399 3,310 51.7 
Northern, London, England..............-- 4,948 18 4 
PE MEL. «ccccs. scoteocccocousesss! 12,118 341 2.8 
Phoenix, London, England......----......-- 9,505 2,595 27.3 
Poems, Grose, N. Y....ccccocsccccecss 5,693 197 3-4 
ES rere 13,050 4.523 34-7 
Rochester German, Rochester, N. Y.......- | 17,218 4,330 25.1 
EE BI caccccesccceecssonssceceos | 12,453 2,752 22.1 
Virginia F, and M., Richmond.........--.-- | 40,833 17,509 3.0 
Western, Toronto, Canada.............++.- 9,014 6,243 rae 
i serircocinoes capecienssevecsenee $423,290 $231,514 54-7 
OREGON. 
CIES ooo ceetsnesvsesehes coves $6,840 $5,542 81.0 
British and Foreign Marine......... 21,328 58,220 2729 
California, San Francisoo.......... 12,827 1,939 15.1 
City of London, London...........-- écmiee nneees inte 
Connecticut, Hartford.............-..-- dibumine weaeee oni 
Commercial Union, London 15,947 31,132 195.2 
Commercial, San Franci. co.....-----+-+.++- 30,545 11,122 30.4 
Fireman's Fund, San Francisco.........---- 21,160 6,463 30.5 
Fire Insurance Association, London......... 16,655 3.733 22.4 
German-American, N. Y.........2.+s00+++5 11,440 504 57-4 
Girard Fire and Marine, Philadelphia....... S97 |. eesess pata 
EL, dccrgdnsddbevtonvedssooss 16,688 19,166 114.8 
Home Mutual, San Francisco.......--...... 928 25,764 37-9 
Hamburg-Bremen, Hamburg.........------ 30,321 21,875 72.1 
MG EEd Reccscsccccsensosccesesvcceceese| cesses |  . /vaeeee ey 
Hartford, Hartford........-..sseesceeeecees 24,408 11,51 47.27" 
I ED seccveveceyeocsvseqcescedl  sexass | « 4¢bens eee 
Lancashire, Manchester............--+-.--- 10,920 7.451 68.2 
ME Swiveccaceeeeyssecssscccveees 11,391 7,583 66.6 
London and Provincial, London............ sweats D> tom sdaps mand 
London Assurance Corporation, London....| = ------ |  — e«eeee enta 
Liverpool and London and Globe, Liverpool. 39.697 35,416 89 2 
London and Lancashire, Liverpool.......... 11,427 200 54-3 
National Fire and Marine, New Zealand....| = ...--- | wwe Rete 
Py Be BR vasdccccrrscevceseses eretsees 2,557 2,008 78.5 
Northern Assurance, London...........+.-- 6,748 13,212 49.6 
TO PONE, MUO cccccecsccsccqsccces|  ——__eveese covece cove 
Norwich Union, Norwich.....-...... seeccee 10,920 586 73.6 
North British and’ Mercantile, London...... 21,908 22,188 101.3 
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OREGON—Continued. 

Goitend Same, eel occ eceecece eeeeee gs cose gu . 
cenix, iid Misknahekskeccshsaaea® 13,587 II,I * 
Franks, {sae TEAS IO PRR eS PRS be. ” one 
ueen, Liverpool........ eEESS EP a oetae 6,748 13,212 é 
ee ee ae 
RL is once cheigtnonsecieeaskgane 3,680 | eases, Bie’ 
Scot. Union & National, Edinburgh & Lon..| = ....-. | eee eee ak 
State Investment & Ins. Co., San Francisco. 22,338 12,342 55.3 
an F. and M., New Zealand...... eeeket 1 +s Suenet ee 

UN, SAN PTANCISCO... 1. ee eeeeceeecerccccece 22,413 7:5 

Thames and Mersey, Liverpool........csee| eeeeee | sven ond 535 
SE OIE, oc cccccesevocnecescce 17,779 41229 23.8 
Western Fire and Marine, San Francisco....|  —_... . -- Jocan ie9: 
Was tiisschs eibcaevescsnsabers $478,577 $354,118 73.9 











Life Insurance in 1883 by States. 


THE following table shows the life insurance business transacted in the 
State named by the various companies authorized to do business therein 






































ees, 
Name or Company. poet 5 reg Premiums. | Losses. 
MICHIGAN, 
MR as cbrerpeasinsctetvbiceeste 81| $159,184 $28,591 $16,725 
Berkshire. ...cccccccccccccccscccces 316 | 456,573 32,962 9,687 
Connecticut General.........-..---- 3 | 3,000 4,489 3,613 
Connecticut Mutual......-..---.... 214 350,281 | 193,110 70,176 
Equitable .......2----2-ceeesee- eee 344 | 1,557,532 | 119,587 ss 
GOPMARIR, ..0..ccccccccccovccccccece 22 000 | 9,652 13, 
HOMEC oc csccccsccccvcccccccetocccss 354 | 584,580 48,359 15,000 
Homceopathic Mutual.............. 5 3,281 ee 
SO SEMIN occ cece sesscccvccee 43 | 88,000 11,480 1,000 
NEEIEE pndésn isvacesdctectsieese 47 92,921 9,287 5,145 
Massachusetts Mutual.......... oo] 387 350, Iy2 20,338 10,600 
Metropolitan.......--++--..+. I 2,000 6,949 3,915 
Michigan Mutual. ........ --| 515 1,199,257 172,078 41,133 
Mutual Life, N. Y.. 26: 680,950 186, 363 108,452 
Mutual Benefit.........---..... Aa 344,259 126,773 81,100 
PONE, FP Rindhsccedecccscecccccee 7oO 77,000 11,084 2,000 
New England Mutual.............. @ 20 35,989 22,553 13,000 
tl ee 519 1,216,030 141,479 \714 
Northwestern Mutual.........------ 510 1,098,712 219,690 57,228 
rrr 279 514,000 56,053 5,513 
Phoenix Mutual.........-.--.---- P 44 80,881 13,504 6,192 
Provident Savings, .........-------- 27 III,000 1,067 2,000 
State Mutttal... .cccccccccctsccccece 28 51,500 3,284 | occccee . 
FOB ecco ccccseccccvesccccese | 32% 239,764 24,290 6,000 
oo | 2% 36,000 1,388 697 
rr ree | 199 329,597 25,550 9,537 
United States........---+---+-+...- | 144 404,9) 30,548 10,690 
WARMRBIOR cc dccccccccssccccccecce | . 365 544.7: 122,420 26,578 
WD: babisse ss desesitteteeia | 4,841 | $10,641,232 | $1,651,018 | $641,108 
} 
Some Venerable Persons. 
MICHAEL KAVANAUGH died at Lewiston, Me., aged 107 years. 
Mrs. Achsa Barton, of Croydon, .N. H., has just celebrated her gsth 


birthday. 


Rhoda Howard, of Owingsville, Ky., is 116 yearsof age and has smoked 


tobacco for 100 years. 


Miss Minnie Hall, of Temple, Tex., recently gave a debut party on the 


tooth anniversary of her birth. 


The oldest man in Missouri is John Henderson, of Oxford, bora in 


Virginia in 1780. 


He is in excellent health. 


Peter Shinkle, of Covington, married a widow of 50 when he was 92 


years of age. 


He is now seeking a divorce. 


For fifty years Pierpont Potter, of Jamaica, has acted as clerk to the 


Queens County Board of Supervisors. 


He is go years of age. 


Mrs. W. K. Dolbeer, of Perry, N. Y., died recently at the age of 9% 
and Mrs. Mary Price, at her home in Jamestown, N. Y., aged 91. 
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States. 


Recapitulation of Fire and Fire-Marine Premiums and Losses by 


Tue following is the most comprehensive exhibit ever printed of the fire 


pre 
State’ 


miums and losses of the different insurance companies in the various 
s and Territories of the United States and the Dominion of Canada, 


The comparison of the loss experience in the various parts of America in 
1882 and 1883 will be studied with interest by fire underwriters. 









































artemis 
| sei 

STATE. Year. Premiums. | Losses. 3 Ly 

C] Yu 

ARE 
1883 $462,330 |  $asr, 773 | 545 
i itkecnecsdieseeycanyey }| Tees pay ie | peg 
1883 370,212 355,180 | 95-9 
ArkansaS...------+-eeeeeeeeeeees ; 1882 259.204 22,363 85.4 
ie 1883 4,038,581 1,612,968 39-1 
California.......scccccececcecees } 1882 4.192.821 1,639,819 39.9 
1883 769,727 59,068 | 466 
CAOIREO... vecscccccccccccecess ; 1882 £44,723 heat 489 
‘ 1883 1,526 8.8 1,037,790 67.9 
a 5 1882 1,420,199 959,864 67. 
1883 591,821 262,477 44-4 
Dakota....+++--++++++eeereeeress } 1882 406,008 135,217 33-3 
1883 155,706 1845 | 27-5 
SE, cacdccsecensnenevsises ; * 1882 | 125,000 pape as 
: 1883 238,385 223.329 93-7 
ics triieweness pasuvaden 5] Teeo | | eee =| ee 
. 1883 1,348,469 19,631 77:8 
PR ccccccsccccsccsesconsoss } 1882 | 1,036,836 781.657 754 
‘noi 1883 7,857 984 4,005,539 | 509 
Me concccccccecccesesoswewns ; 1882 7,147,034 1.967.985 27.5 
: 1883 | 2,341,057 1,433,930 66.0 
Indiana.,...---... rs 1882 | 2,116,235 779 876 61.3 
1883 ,058 1,414,683 36.6 
pckccccecsdccccsvssnsccecsss ; 1882 | ee pe 2 903,151 30.3 
KRehthe ....00..2--..00ceee. $] 1883 | 349.001 6,637 | 47.9 
ee 1882 | 1,140. 143 98 oy 32.3 
Rabtedby ......--..---ceccecece: 1883 | 1,878,509 942,601 | 50.2 
7 | 1888 | 1,569,761 721,952 | 45.9 
Louisiana...«-«.... oc ; 1883 1,615,997 907,010 561 
oe ee *1882 | 1,500,000 850,000 56.7 
Mai 1883 | 1,260,537 883,428 70.1 
= } 1882 852,239 605,874 71.1 
a 1883 | 1,570,954 | 624.995 | 398 
MYER ....00--- 000 .erernesees j 1882 1,405,698 611,826 43-5 
Massachusetts.............see0es } 1883 5:250.499 3.15t,cat | 60.0 
1882 4,722,177 4,272,688 9°.5 
Michigan.............s0.cess000.9| 7883 3,225,766 1,717,647 | 53.2 
= } 1882 2,807,455 1,441,037 | 51-3 
Minnesota.............. 1883 2,452,329 1,910,461 | 77.9 
PuTETeohens sweesaownosihth j 1882 1,941,244 I te, 187 | 60.2 
Mississippi............++. |, 7883 317,832 154.433 48.6 
Penn Atateowneenenetien ; | * 1882 275,000 193,000 | 70.2 
isha ncccniessinecioiiatina’ 1 |) se) 33s 
1882 3 698,205 2,221,666 | 60.1 

| 

Pi ines davies teveduoeten ic | 1883 146,311 28,713 19.6 
* 1882 100,000 20,000 20.0 
ie iwevceneresiesienesk } 1883 1,045,564 7.245 | 28.4 
1882 637,415 ,073 28.3 
0 1883 85,628 1952 | 46.7 
Pee ee See } * 1882 60 000 oe 50.0 
New Hampshire...... 1883 560,958 2 62.1 
a }| aes 530,661 733 | 679 

St oe Nn EDR } 1883 2,205,440 976,017 | 46 
1882 1,903,178 964,793 | 50. 
SR rittncinncbes ican’ } 1883 108,772 | 57,083 | 52.5 
1882 83,793 39,470 | 36.4 














* Figures for this year are estimated. 









RECAPITULATION OF FIRE AND FIRE-MARINE PREMIUMS AND LOSSES BY 
STATES—Continued. 




















seg. 
. Srare. Year. Premiums. Losses. j Ly 

Wier Wate i. caus cecbactsernesn's } | ee | yoo $9. = oe 
North Carolira............s0000 j " = pd pS my oe 2 
Dae cdicecenvnneomntaestens 4 
Oregon. ......010-srererseeseees 5 —- 57? $54.18 Be 
Pennsylvania................++0+ § 1883 6,362,908 ate ws 
Rhode Island....-.......-+.04++- }] tees | Soeeoss Sserst | 27-9 
South Carolina......-.-......00+ ; B | 570.545 qe | me 
SNR iiciiiccstinties § 1883 “eon —— ong 
Bilin ociananeisounan | SR | ease) Sm) Fs 
iii 5 a enn 105,414 S84 
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+ Including the figures of Pennsylvania, not yet 


* Figures for this year are estimated. Ne 
7,300,000 


hemes, the aggregate for 1883 should be about $94,900,000 premiums and 
losses, 








A Life Insurance Decision 
At Washington, April 14, the Supreme Court of the United States 
rendered a decision in the insurance case of Emilie Moular, plaintiff in 
error, against the American Life Insurance Company, in error to the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the eastern district of Pennsylvania, 
This was a suit upon a policy of lite insurance which contained, as part 
of the contract, a stipulation that, ‘‘if the representations and answers 
made to the company in the application for a policy should be found 
untrue in any respect the policy should be null and void.” When the in- 
surance was obtained assured was asked among other questions whether 
he had ever had asthma, scrofula or consumption. His -answer was no 
In the trial of the case in the court below there was evidence to show that 
deceased had had these diseases in an incipient form prior to his applica- 
tion for insurance, but there was also evidence going to show that he was 
entirely unaware of it. The court instructed the jury that it made no 
difference whether assured was aware of it or not; if, as a matter of fact, 
he had had those diseases, his answers to the company, although made 
honestly and in good faith, were none the less untrue, and the company 
was not bound by the policy. This ruling was assigned to the Supreme 
Court for error. This court holds: ‘‘ First, that what the company re- 
quired of assured, and what the latter agreed to as a condition precedent, 
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was that he should make full and honest answers to all questions without 
evasion, fraud or concealment; second; that the fact that he had had 
certain diseases and said he had not had them did not necessarily invali- 
date the policy when there was evidence to show the diseases were so 
latent that assured was not conscious of them; third, that it was an 
erroneous construction of the contract to hold, as the court below did, 
that the company was relieved from liability if it appeared that assured 
had been in fact afflicted with the disease mentioned. The jury should 
have been instructed that plaintiff was not precluded from recovery on 
the policy unless it appeared that he knew or had reason to believe at the 
time of his application that he was or had been so affiicted. The judg- 
ment of the court below is therefore reversed, with directions to set aside 
the verdict.” 





A North Carolina ‘‘ Up in the Country” Proof of Loss. 


Tue following ‘' proof of loss” for comprehensiveness and general adher- 
ence to terms and conditions of the policy, rather lays over anything we 
have seen for some time. The names are changed, otherwise it is 
verbatim : 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, BLADEN COUNTY. 


I, John J. Jones, an acting justice of the peace in and for the said county of Bla- 
den, do hereby certify that this day Chas, Smith, citizen of our community, and upon 
his oath deposeth and saieth: that upon the night of the 5th inst., about the hour of 
midnight, as my informant tells me, Robert White, who occupies or did occupy my 
residence upon the farm near Elkinsville at the, time of it being burned down, he 
and his family narrowly escaping with their lives; his, the said White's opinion, 
after due reflection, is that the house was fired by an incendiary ; now, therefore, 
under all the circumstances, I do hereby declare that after viewing the case, con- 
clude that the said Chas. Smith has met with a great loss and damage without the 
appearance of fraud upon his part, he being a man in good standing and independ- 
ent as to property and means of living ; further, he, the said Smith, under his oath, 
holds the damage he has sustained by the loss by the burning of his house under 
policy (55,942) is at least $950, and I am persuaded by reason and knowledge o 
this building that it may cost that much to build such an one. 

Given under my hand and seal this 13th day of March. 


, [Seal.] JOHN J. JONEs, J. P. 











MERE MENTION. 





—The Traders of Chicago have made Judd & Parsons its agents at 
Holyoke. 

—H. E. Darling has been appointed agent of The Merchants of Newark 
at Boston. 

—A. E. Monroe has the appointment of agent of the Pacific Fire at Wor- 
cester, Mass. 


—The Equitable Life has established an agency at Manila, the capital of 
the Phillippine Islands, 


—E. Cozzens Smith, manager of the Imperial Fire of London, has 
just arrived in New York. 


—J. M. Shepard, Jr., of Fall River, has been appointed agentof the 
Transatlantic of Hamburg. 


—The Commissioner of Insurance has revoked the license of the Lan- 
sing Mutual Benefit Association of Michigan. 


—In the published list of insurance on the Celluloid Brush Company 
at Newark, N. J., appears at least fifteen companies who have no au- 
thority to transact business in that State. 


—Owing to the death of W. J. Gordon, of J]. W. Gordon & Bro., of 
Wilmington, N. C., Colonel John W. Gordon has associated himself 
with J. D. Smith as John W. Gordon & Smith. 


—On Monday Dr. W. Rufus Peacock and John D. Harrington were 
brought before Judge McGill in the Hudson County Court of Sessions 
to receive sentence for defrauding the American Legion of Honor. 
“ You are both men of superior intelligence,” Judge McGill said in pro- 
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nouncing judgment, ‘but you have misused it. The sentence of the jay 
is that you be confined in the State prison at hard labor for two years,” 
In the case of Peacock the two years’ imprisonment will run simulta. 
neously with his term of imprisonment on his former conviction, 

—The Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection and Insurance Company hasae. 
cepted the amendment to its charter granted by the last legislature, which 
authorizes the company to insure the lives of employees against boiler ey. 
plosions. 

—The suit of Mary E. Eury vs. Tne Commercial Travelers Associa. 
tion to recover on life policy has terminated in favor of plaintiff, Her 
son, now dead, carried the policy, and after his death Alice B, Cotting. 
ham claimed to be the beneficiary. 

—The Bureau Veritas has published the following statistics of marine 
disasters reported during the month of February, 1884: Saling vessels 
reported lost: 4 American, 3 Austrian, 56 British, t Brazilian, r Chilian 
2 Danish, 3 Dutch, 9 French, 3 German, 3 Italian, 9 Norwegian, 3 Ports. 
guese, i Spanish and 2 Swedish; total, 100. Steamers reported lost: 19 
British, 2 Spanish and 1 French; total, 13. 

—Life insurance would seem to be at a low ebb in Austro-Hungary, No 
moral sentiment and ethnographical and intellectual causes are given 
There are now sixteen companies having their chief office ip 
Austria and five domiciled in Hungary. The number of policies in force, 
end of 1882, was 257,040, and the insurance 306,703,415 florins. Their 
figures show an increase of 12,596 policies and 23,933,107 florins, 

—The little pamphlet entitled Life Insurance for a Short Time and a 
Life Time has met with great success. It is found by life insurance 
agents to be very useful in convincing all minds open to conviction that 
regular life insurance is the genuine article, worth all it costs, and cer- 
tain to fulfill its promises, and that speculative assessment life insurance 
is a delusive counterfeit, equally certain in the end to lead to cruel disap. 
pointment, loss and failure. In this little treatise are gathered almost 
every essential point and conclusive argument bearing on the subject, and 
they are well and effectively put. The compilation has evidently been 
carefully and studiously made by the author and covers the whole ground, 
It should be put into the hands of every one who needs and seeks in life 
insurance full and infallible protection for his family. 


—At Buffalo, N. Y., April 17, Lorenzo Dimick was arrested on three 
charges of grand larceny, two being preferred by the Thames and Mersey 
Insurance Company of Liverpool and one by the Union Insurance Com. 
pany of Philadelphia. Bail was given in $5000 on each charge for Dimick’s 
appearance for trial April 28. The warrants were based on affidavits 
made by A. J. McDonald of the Thames and Mersey, J. B. Craven of the 
Union, Louis P. Nickerson, Louis J. Neff and C. J. Mercer, tke latter 
three having been bookkeepers for Crosby & Dimick, and being nowin 
the employ of Capt. Crosby as receiver of that firm. McDonald, Craven 
and Treadwell Cleveland, who is counsel for the company in the civil 
suit against Dimick, have been examining the books of the firm, and this 
fresh arrest on criminal charges grew out of the developments of such in- 
vestigation. 

—In connection with the subject of matches as a principal cause of 
fires, the writer had a peculiar experience not long since. Sitting quietly 
with others at home one evening, the party was suddenly startled bya 
crash. Rushing to the next room, they found that a large picture hanging 
over the mantelpiece had fallen, the cord supporting it having given way. 
In its descent, the picture fell upon a box of *‘ parlor” matches lying on 
the mantelpiece, and set them all afire. These had been scattered around 
the room, and were busily at work in twenty places burning holes in the 
carpet. But for the fact of several persons being at hand at the time of 
the accident, another fire would have been recorded and probably been 
placed in the list of ‘‘cause unknown.” The “ parlor” matches are 
dangerous in a variety of ways, instances being known of persons having 
their eyes permanently injured by the head of the match flying into them 
when all on fire. Step on one and it goes off with a snap ; at a high tem- 
perature they will ignite spontaneously ; friction, heat or concussion sets 
them off, and when started they burn furiously. It would be a good thing 
if they could be driven from the market, but they are now sold so cheap 
that it is impossible. Safety matches, that ignite only on a specially pre 
pared surface, are more costly, and, consequently, less popular. But 
their use should be insisted upon by propertyowners, and also by the in. 
surance companies.—Fireman’s Fournal, 


